O C T O B E R

2 0 1 8

Hemyock Baptist Church
To know Christ and to make Christ known

Real life involves giving and receiving.
If you live your life only for yourself
you will lose it, but by giving your life
to Christ you will save it and help to
save others. Activity alone is busyness
without blessing – don’t live on
substitutes!

As time goes by…
Over the last few weeks, after a long dry spell over the summer,
the changing of the seasons has been very evident. The air is
decidedly cooler, the nights are drawing in, the passage of time is
tangible as we sense another year drawing to a close. And of
course, we are all growing older! It’s been said that time is a
great healer but a poor beautician (no comment!); but the truth is
time is always moving on, and we must make the most of it.
If we’re not careful, we can waste our time. The word vanity or
meaninglessness is mentioned 38 times in Ecclesiastes as King
Solomon reflects on many aspects of his human life and
concludes that it is meaningless. Life without meaning is mere
existence – not real life. We might work hard and manage to
replace money that we’ve spent, but we can’t get back the time
we’ve wasted. Warren Wiersbe reflects that, “If the Lord were to
ask people on this ‘vanity track’ why he should allow them to
live, they would have no answer.” Living for vanity is a wasted
life.
Equally, life can be wasted in activity. God “gives us richly all
things to enjoy” (1 Tim. 6:17), but not everything we enjoy truly
enriches us. God gives ‘richly’ because he wants us to be
enriched. As we journey onward with God, we want experiences
that will glorify Him and build us up spiritually.

Far better to invest our time in the
eternal. God gives us all gifts and
abilities to be used for His glory. We
are to develop them and use them to
serve others and glorify God in
whatever calling He gives us, by
living with eternity’s values in view.
“The world is passing away,” says 1
John 2:17, “and the lust of it; but he
who does the will of God abides
forever.” We are then not wasting or
time or spending it – we are investing
our time in that which lasts forever.
From an eternal perspective (and even
from our own), life is brief and time
goes by so quickly. We wonder where
the time goes… and the answer is that
it’s gone into eternity where one day
we shall follow. We will stand at the
judgement seat of Christ and our
works will be judged. Surely it makes
sense to invest our short lives in the
eternal. The dividends are
immeasurable – now and forever!
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