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There is forgiveness with You…
Psalm 130:4
Derek Tidball, commenting on the recent passing of renowned evangelist Billy Graham, said: “Although
Billy Graham preached a simple gospel he modelled the wholeness of it in his actions.” It always struck me that in
spite of the huge influence he had, Graham always maintained an air of humility. He never forgot that,
just as much as anyone else, he was in need of the gospel he preached.
Everyone who honestly examines their own heart recognises that they need forgiveness from God. He
lovingly convicts us by His Spirit – yet those who deny the truth in their hearts just keep pretending and
relying on their own perceived righteousness. 1 John 1:8 reminds us that: “ If we claim to be without
sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us”. When we know that we’ve done wrong, we know that
only the Lord can forgive. As Easter approaches, note that Judas confessed his sins to the religious leaders,
but they couldn’t help him, and, overwhelmed, he took his own life. Peter had also sinned, but he wept
tears of repentance and settled the matter privately with Jesus.
“Your sins are forgiven”, Jesus declared to the paralysed man lowered through the roof – much to the
annoyance of the religious leaders, who accused him of blasphemy. Yet Jesus is God and there is
forgiveness with him.
“Your sins are forgiven”, Jesus tells the weeping ex-prostitute (John 7); again offending the religious
hierarchy, but giving new life and a fresh start to the woman.
Jesus, Son of God, Saviour of the world, has the authority to forgive. At Easter we remember his
sacrificial death on the cross and his glorious resurrection which make it possible for sinners to be forgiven
and re-born into God’s family. “In Him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in
accordance with the riches of God’s grace” (Ephesians 1:7). This miracle has nothing to do with our ‘good
works’; salvation is entirely the gift of God. Grace is love that pays a price to save those who don’t deserve
it. In his grace God gives us what we don’t deserve, and in his mercy he doesn’t give us what we do
deserve. Jesus didn’t deserve t take the punishment; we did. “As far as the east is from the west, so far has
he removed our transgressions from us” Psalm 103:12.
And God’s forgiveness and reconciliation through the sacrifice of Christ not only offers us new life (and
life to the full, John 10:10) today, but also the promise of living in God’s presence in eternal glory
tomorrow. Praise His name!
“One day you will read or hear that Billy Graham is dead. Don’t you believe a word of it. I shall be more
alive than I am now. I will have just changed my address. I will have gone into the presence of God.”
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