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HEMYOCK Baptist Church
TO KNOW CHRIST AND TO MAKE CHRIST KNOWN

“For years a
beautiful antique
table has graced
the entrance of
our home. But
when I first saw it,
there was nothing
of beauty about it.
Only the promise
of beauty. That antique table caught my eye at a farmhouse
auction 40 years ago. For many years, it had just sat out in the
barn. Chickens had roosted on it. Old greasy tools had sat on it.
Through the years all sorts of rubbish had been thrown on it. It
was filthy and flimsy, and when the auctioneer called its
number, no one even made a bid. So I did. I bought that old
table for a pittance and the next week took it to a man who
loved to restore old furniture in a shed behind his house. He
stripped it down to bare wood and, over the course of several
DON’T MISS FILM NIGHT
days, restored it to the thing of beauty it once was. To this day
Sunday 14th Jan: 7pm
that table is one of our most cherished possessions and
From the creators of Fireproof and
conversation pieces.”*
Courageous comes War Room, a
As we look ahead to the New Year, we would do well to reflect
on this account from O.S. Hawkins, and praise God that He too compelling drama with humour and
is in the restoration business. God is all about new beginnings; heart that explores the power that
and it’s never too late for anyone to receive the fresh start that
prayer can have on marriages,
He offers.
parenting, careers, friendships, and
And how amazing to think that God also uses us to help other
every other area of our lives. Tony and
people find that new beginning! There are people all around us Elizabeth Jordan have it all - great jobs, a
who have been relegated to an old barn somewhere, beaten
beautiful daughter, and their dream
and broken by life’s circumstances, and left to one side as their
house. But appearances can be
beauty fades. Yet we only have to look at the Bible to see that
deceiving. Tony and Elizabeth’s world is
we serve a God of second chances. Just look at Moses transformed from a murderer to the man who would lead his
crumbling under the strain of a failing
people to freedom. Consider David, who was overcome with
marriage. While Tony basks in his
lust and yet was a “man after God’s own heart”, grasping his
professional success and flirts with
second chance in prayerful repentance (see Psalm 51). Even
temptation, Elizabeth is resigned to
Jonah took his second chance eventually (with a little
increasing bitterness. But their lives take
prompting)!
an unexpected turn when Elizabeth
So here’s a New Year and a new opportunity for a fresh start;
meets Miss Clara, and is challenged to
but it’s up to us to take it. We can turn our backs and ‘go away
sorrowful’ like the rich young ruler who received the offer but
establish a “war room” and a battle plan
refused to change… Or we can be like David and many others, of prayer for her family. As Elizabeth
who take the good news on board and find a better way to live. tries to fight for her family, Tony’s
So let’s encourage one another to take the right path for 2018
hidden struggles come to light. Tony
and beyond, as we follow where the Good Shepherd leads!
must decide if he will make amends to
Pastor Steve
his family and prove Miss Clara’s
wisdom that victories don’t come by
accident.
* O.S. HAWKINS, THE JAMES CODE
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