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HEMYOCK Baptist Church
TO KNOW CHRIST AND TO MAKE CHRIST KNOWN

This month on Sunday mornings, we are going to be looking
at Jesus’ ‘Sermon on the Mount’; and right at the start, at the
beginning of Matthew chapter 5, we come across the Beatitudes
- perhaps the most famous list of blessings in Scripture:
3 “Blessed

are the poor in spirit,!for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5!Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6!Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
7!Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
8!Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9!Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.
10!Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4!Blessed

It’s been said that if the remainder of the lesson was Christ’s
sermon, then these few verses are the text from which He
preaches. And yet it could be argued that this passage is rarely
examined from the pulpit today. Author Dave Andrews bemoans
this, claiming that the Beatitudes are often sadly reduced to
“picture-postcard spiritual promises”.
Yet I wonder what the world would be like if these words were to
form an ethical framework by which believers could live today?
What difference could true followers of Jesus make in this world if
each of us demonstrated and lived out the virtues the Lord
highlights (and blesses) here?
Humility - a focus on the poor (not status or riches) and an
!
!
acknowledgment of our own poverty of spirit
Empathy - grieving over the injustices of the world
Righteousness - Seeking justice, not vengeance
Mercy - Extending compassion to those in need
Integrity - A whole-hearted desire to do what is righ
Peace - Working towards peace in a world of conflict
Perseverance - Suffering patiently for just causes

The simple truth is that, as ‘ordinary people’, we
may not be able to change the world - but we
can change ourselves. At least, we can with the
help of the Holy Spirit; and who knows where
that will lead? The phrase ‘Be the change you
want to see’ springs to mind. After all, the rule
of the Kingdom surely starts in our own hearts...
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Pastor Steve

Sunday 19th March,
7pm
Film Night at HBC!

Friday 24th Feb: 4-6pm
Messy Church returns with a special
session based on the popular family
film, Frozen. We’ll be having lots of
fun with themed crafts and
activities, and we’ll be looking at
some of the key messages from the
film - and how our hearts can also be
Un-Frozen by the ultimate act of true
love… So why not join us for a
wonderfully nice time at...
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